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Beginning in 1992, the Bilingual Ukrainian Program at E. D. Feehan
Catholic High School has been involved with student exchange trips
with Saskatoon's sister city of Chernivtsi. The last four exchange trips
were made with students from Lyceum No. 2 - a School of Law &
Philosophy, Mr. Andrij Sigitov, Principal. Saskatoon students were
partnered with Chernivtsi students of similar age and stayed at their
exchange partner’s homes. This year the group included students from
Bethlehem Catholic High school as well. The group of 5 students had
the opportunity to travel to Ukraine from March 13 to April 3,
2008.

The preparations for the trip were fairly hectic. There were
various fundraisers, such as working bingos, a varenyky night, a
magazine fundraiser, and concessions for both E. D. Feehan
Catholic High School and Bethlehem Catholic High School
dances. As the date came closer, the exchange students began to
feel more anxious, and more nervous. With the preparation we
had gone through we didn't really know what to expect,
although we expected it to be exciting and much different from
our life in Canada.

When the day arrived for us to leave Saskatoon, it didn't
really hit us that we were leaving to Ukraine. After twelve hours
of flying, several hours of wait time, and yet another twelve
hours of driving from Kyiv to our destination city of Chernivtsi,
we arrived thoroughly exhausted. We went through introductions of
our exchange students, went with them to their homes and of course
the first thing offered to us was a full course meal. After sampling
delicious Ukrainian food, briefly becoming acquainted with our
exchange partners - a shower and a bed were most definitely
welcomed. We had arrived.

Over the next few days, we went to the lyceum to attend classes
with our partners and we also made a lot of new friends and renewed
acquaintances with former exchange students we met while they were
in Saskatoon. At the lyceum, we attended classes to experience a
school day, but of course, most often the class attention was turned on
the Canadian guest and question and answer time took over. One
interesting class presentation we attended was a geometry class

instructed by 2 teachers in both Ukrainian and English!

At the end of our first full day in Chernivtsi, we went to a
discotheque. It was the grand opening, so you can imagine that there
were many people. We discovered that techno music is really popular
in Ukraine. It was an interesting experience.

In Chernivtsi we met with the city administration as well as the
Deputy Head of State. During the visits we were told a bit of the
history of the city and region and some of the developmental plans
for the city.

One fun weekend was when we stayed at a bed and breakfast type
resort in the Karpaty (Carpathian Mountains). We managed a 10-
kilometer hike, some horseback riding, walking along the Cheremosh
and exploring the Karpaty. We were truly amazed by the beauty of
the area and with the hospitality of our hosts. It is now clear to us why
there are so many songs written about how people long for the
Karpaty.

A day trip from Chernivtsi was to visit the fortresses at
Kamyanetsk-Podilsk and Khotyn. The feeling of history led our
imaginations to run wild with the events that may have occurred at
the fortresses. It was a great day.

We were also able to visit the apartment/museum of songwriter
Volodymyr Ivasiuk. To be able to see the table at which he sat and to
listen to Chervona Ruta in the living room he once occupied, one
could not help but sing along and feel the emotion of the song.

Shopping was one of our highlights. Not only did we experience
shopping in the many boutiques of Chernivtsi, but we were also able
to visit the bazaar. Bartering for what we wanted to purchase was fun!

We said our tearful goodbyes to our host families in Chernivtsi
and went with our exchange students to Lviv, by train. Trains were
another experience not soon to be forgotten.
Each coupe had 4 beds, and we fell asleep with
the rocking sound of the train wheels.

In Lviv, we saw actual street cars (trams),
not just the trolley buses of Chernivtsi. We
stayed at the Anton 3-star Hotel. The suites
were really nice and the food was amazing.
Another neat feature of the hotel was their Spa.
It had a hot tub, VERY cold pool, sauna, infra-
red sauna and a steam room. We were shocked
to see these amenities and very much enjoyed
the time we spent there. We also spent our time
walking to museums, restaurants, stores, and
churches.

An interesting visit was to St. George's
Cathedral during a celebration of the Divine
Liturgy. In the church, we were packed
together like sardines in a can and standing. We
were surprised at the fact that so many people
were there, and how beautiful the singing of the
choir sounded. Need we say more — it was a
moment that touched us.

May we just mention that we had
McDonald’s in Lviv for the first time since



Canada? It was like a taste of home.

After three days in Lviv, we traveled by train to Kyiv. The train to
Kyiv was a smoother ride and not as hot as the train to Lviv. In Kyiv,
we visited many of the churches along the riverbank of the Dnipro
River. We visited Pecherska Lavra, and Sofiskyj Sobor, among other
churches. In Pecherska Lavra, the ladies found it old-fashioned that
their hair had to be covered and skirts had to be worn. (We had to rent
them!). We saw the Holodomor memorial where the previous day
President George Bush had laid flowers. In the Museum of Historical
Treasures of Ukraine we
saw historic artifacts that
we had previously only
seen pictures of, and it was
very intriguing to see what
was worn as jewelry. We
also saw the most
decorated McDonald s. We : 2
stayed at a “resort” on the outskirts of Kyiv. There, we met members of
the Berkhut, the equivalent of the FBI. They were young men, who
were assigned to guard American President George Bush, who visited
Kyiv the day before we were there. Kyiv was a great historic city to
visit.

Our final night in Ukraine
was full of excitement and
il sadness. We were excited to be
| heading home to see our
friends and family. We were
sad our journey of exploration
was coming to an end and that
we were leaving our new found
friends. We sadly bid farewell
to our exchange partners and
friends, and we left to the
airport early in the morning.

Perhaps the most valuable
| aspects of the Ukraine
Exchange 2008 trip were
seeing Ukrainian people in
their day-to-day lives and the
relationships the Canadian
Exchange students built with
their exchange partners. 3
students from E. D. Feehan
Catholic High School and 2
students from Bethlehem
Catholic High School along with a teacher chaperone and one parent,
spent almost two weeks in the city of Chernivtsi and 1 week in other
parts of Ukraine. Chernivtsi, being a ;
western Ukrainian City, maintains
Ukrainian culture, although there was
definite Russian influence. For
example, a vast majority of the high
school-aged students (our exchange
partners included) used the Russian
language to converse amongst
themselves, and even used Russian
words as slang. On the streets, the
people tended to keep to themselves
in a similar manner to Saskatoon. With
the exception of the odd beggar, we
were not often confronted by people. : s
However, in stores and restaurants if a conversatlon was begun the
store worker or waiter would ask us where we were from, recognizing
our foreign accents. Upon hearing we were from Canada, most
reactions were quite positive and we were treated quite well. One of
the greatest reliefs was upon arriving and meeting our exchange
families, being welcomed with traditional Ukrainian hospitality. It

was a good feeling to know that both Ukrainian and Ukrainian-
Canadian culture carry similar, positive traits. Although lifestyles were
different, it was nice to come home to a delicious meal and talk about
our day, in a similar manner to which Baba invites you over after church
on Sundays.

As we traveled to Chernivtsi, Lviv, and Kyiv, the differences
between the people were very evident. Chernivtsi seemed, to us, like
an introverted version of Saskatoon, with strong international ties, and
a lingering slight Russian influence. Lviv seemed to be the most purely
Ukrainian City, and because of its proximity (as well as history), had
some remnant Polish cultural aspects. Kyiv was the most beautiful city
to see, but the people were brisk, and very Russified in mannerism and
culture. Although it is both hard to get a full perspective and improper
to base an opinion on such a short time spent in a country, our opinions
were already slightly biased from information gathered both in Canada
and while we were in Ukraine.

As we were on our journey back to Canada, we came to realize how
fast the three weeks went by. In those three weeks, we developed our
Ukrainian language and vocabulary, but mainly we developed
friendships that will last a lifetime. Being exposed to the language
helped us pick up and acquire certain words that we never knew
existed. Being able to use the language on a daily basis was most
advantageous.

Those of us who have relatives in Ukraine had the unique
experience of visiting with them and seeing their lifestyle. Just by
talking with them, we were able to tell how we are related. They were
always generous and could never seem to give enough — money, food,
clothing, souvenirs, and other gifts. One could imagine how we had to
pack everything into our already full luggage.

The Ukraine Exchange Program is one that not only encourages
students to continue with Ukrainian language and history education,
but is also a life changing experience. Having a new perspective and
seeing how Ukraine lives and how she is a vibrant country definitely
draws one to explore her even further and places her even deeper in our
hearts.

The participants in this year's exchange were: John Lozinsky -
exchange partner, Pavlo Lehchilkin; Hafon Pshebylo - exchange
partner, Maxim Nezboretsky; Jordan Welbourne - exchange partner,
Oksana Konstantynuk; Janelle Dobrowney - exchange partner, Dianna
Kratiuk; and Rhianna Kaminiski - Iryna Senyk. Also on the trip were
supervising teacher, Laurianne Gabruch, and parent, Roberta
Welbourne.

Now, we are anxiously awaiting the arrival of our exchange partners
in the late summer or early fall. We can’t wait for them to experience
how our two countries are so different, yet so much alike.

B cnoBax yuHiB npo O6miH 2008

Bci poku W0 MM BMBYaANM yKpaiHCKCby MOBY, iCTOPilO Ta KynbTypy
YKpaiHn 3aBepwunucA TOAI KONW Haw nitTak npusemnuecA B KMeBi.

flka Garata Hawa GaTbkiBwuHa! li MOBa 3BYyuMTb
MenoainHo, ii 3emMnA — Kpacwuaa.

A Tenep mato CBOi OCOBMCTI AYMKKM Ta BpaXeHHA npo YKpaiHy.
A 6aumB YKpaiHy CBOIMM O4YMMa i LLe Kpauie HiX uuTaTtu
B KHMXKax abo MovyTu Bif KOrocb nNpo Hei.

CnopobanucA MeHi Halwi ekckypcii no YkpaiHi a Takox
3yCTpivi 3 N0AbMM AKI Tam MPOXMBaOThb.
Mo6aunTn cBOKO pPOAMHY Ha YKpaiHi —
ue OyB AyXe BaXNMBMM MOMEHT ANA MEHeE.
B YkpaiHi A BiguyBaB cebe AK BAoOMa.
TpuHaAuATb POKiB HaB4YaHHA YKpaiHCbKOi MOBM...
Mpii Npo YKpaiHy...4eKaHHA Ha MNOi3AKY...
A Tenep 3Halo, WO BCE Le MEeHi
NpUroAnTbCA B ManbyTHbOMY.

3 HeTepniHHAM A 4yekalo Apyroi
noi3aku B Ykpainy!
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