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Section 1 

DIVISION CONTEXT 
 
Division Governance Structure 

Prairie Spirit School Division is governed by the Board of Education, comprised of trustees from 12 subdivisions. The trustees 
represent voters and ratepayers across the school division. The Board meets regularly to oversee and govern the work of the school 
division. In addition, the Board actively advocates on behalf of the school division to local and provincial levels of government. The 

Prairie Spirit Board of Education has adopted a Policy Governance  model for its work. 

The Board of Education designates the Director of Education as the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the Board. As the CEO, the 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƛǎ άŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƘrough whom all authority passed by the Board to the 
operational organization is granted and upon whom all accountability of the 
ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ƛǎ ŜȄŀŎǘŜŘέ ό/ŀǊǾŜǊύ. tǊŀƛǊƛŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 
is supported by a Superintendent of Finance and Administration, a Superintendent 
of Schools and Learning ς Human Resources, Supervisor of Learning Technology 
and five Superintendents of Schools and Learning.  

Prairie Spirit employs approximately 680 teachers. Including all other supports ς  
administrative support, educational associates, bus drivers, counselors, IT support, 
caretakers, maintenance workers, speech therapists, occupational therapists, 
educational psychologists ς Prairie Spirit employs approximately 1,300 staff 
members. Prairie Spirit School Division has an exemplary relationship with the 
ƭƻŎŀƭ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ς ǘƘŜ tǊŀƛǊƛŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ όt{¢!ύ. The 
PSTA has a permanent office in the Prairie Spirit Division office in Warman. 

Mission and Vision 

An inspired community of learners pursuing student success. 

Demographics 

Prairie Spirit School Division is the rural school division surrounding the City of 
Saskatoon. There are over 9,400 students in Prairie Spirit, attending 44 schools. 
Prairie Spirit covers a wide geographic area, as far north as Leask, as far south as Hanley, as far east as Colonsay and as far west as 
Perdue. The school division includes eight Hutterite and three First Nations communities. 

Unlike many other rural school divisions in the province, Prairie Spirit is experiencing growth in student numbers. There was an 
increase of nearly 200 students in the Division at the start of the 2009/10 school year. Many communities in the Division are 
growing.  

Grade Distribution (as of September 30, 2009) 

Pre-K K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Other Total 
155 751 710 699 691 688 662 728 693 711 711 750 672 676 115 9,412 
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Prairie Spirit Commitments 

¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ {ƛȄ 9ŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ, guide our actions, influence our 
decisions and support us in moving us closer to our desired future ς An Inspired Community of Learners. 
 

1. Responsive Curriculum and Instruction 

2. Assessment for Learning 

3. Caring and Respectful School Environment 

4. Adaptive Leadership 

5. Comprehensive Prevention and Early Intervention 

6. Authentic Partnerships 

 

Prairie Spirit School Division Goals 

Prairie Spirit School Division has developed Division-wide goals for both the Division and schools to pursue (which align with 
Provincial priorities): 

1. Students will increase in their knowledge and understanding in mathematics. 

2. Students will increase reading comprehension in all content areas. 

3. Students will increase their involvement in and satisfaction with the Learning Community. 

4. Staff will increase their involvement in and satisfaction with the Learning Community.  
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Prairie Spirit Schools 

SCHOOL GRADES 
ENROLMENT 

as at Sept. 30/09 

1. Aberdeen Composite School K-12 352 

2. Allan Composite School K-12 161 

3. Blaine Lake Composite School K-12 181 

4. Borden School K-12 108 

5. Clavet Composite School K-12 534 

6. Colonsay School K-12 164 

7. Dalmeny High School 7-12 232 

8. Delisle Composite School 7-12 304 

9. Delisle Elementary School K-6 201 

10. Dundurn School Pre-K to 6 137 

11. Eagle Creek Hutterite Colony School K-9 24 

12. Green Leaf Hutterite Colony School K-10 8 

13. Hague Elementary School K-6 192 

14. Hague High School 7-12 189 

15. Hanley School K-12 248 

16. Hepburn School K-12 263 

17. Hillcrest Hutterite Colony School K-9 23 

18. Laird School K-8 64 

19. Langham Elementary School K-5 155 

20. Leask Hutterite Colony School K-10 18 

21. Leask Community School Pre-K to 12 263 

22. Lord Asquith School Pre-K to 12 325 

23. Martensville High School 9-12 383 

24. Osler School K-9 257 

25. Perdue School K-12 118 

26. Pike Lake School K-4 41 

27. Prairie View School K-6 281 
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SCHOOL GRADES 
ENROLMENT 

as at Sept. 30/09 

28. Riverbend Hutterite Colony School K-10 20 

29. Riverview Hutterite Colony School K-9 8 

30. Rosthern Elementary School Pre-K to 5 151 

31. Rosthern High School 6-12 166 

32. South Corman Park School K-6 124 

33. Stobart Elementary Community School Pre-K to 6 188 

34. Stobart Community High School 7-12 174 

35. Sunnydale Hutterite Colony School K-9 13 

36. Valley Christian Academy K-12 356 

37. Valley Manor Elementary School Pre-K to 8 446 

38. Vanscoy School K-8 159 

39. Venture Heights Elementary School Pre-K to 8 568 

40. Waldheim School K-12 297 

41. Walter W. Brown School 6-12 178 

42. Warman Elementary School Pre-K to 5 649 

43. Warman High School 6-12 661 

44. Willow Park Hutterite Colony School K-9 28 

Total Enrolment as at September 30, 2009: 9,412 
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Pre-K ð 12 programs and services  

Prairie Spirit School Division is a learner-focused organization. The school division believes that learning together through 
collaboration inspires students, staff, trustees, parents and community. Prairie Spirit values authentic partnerships, encourages a 
culture of shared leadership and supports a safe, respectful and caring learning environment. 

Prairie Spirit has four main Division-wide goals which align with the direction of the provincial Ministry of Education. In terms of 
student achievement, Prairie Spirit is focusing on improved outcomes in the areas of literacy and numeracy.  

In addition, the school division is focusing on measuring student engagement and satisfaction. Student forums ς where students are 
consulted for their input on issues concerning their education ς ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƭƭƳŀǊƪ ƻŦ tǊŀƛǊƛŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 
focus. The feedback received from students is used to help shape the education experience for Prairie Spirit students. Prairie Spirit is 
also committed to ensuring that staff are satisfied and engaged in their work within the Division.  

Prairie Spirit strongly believes in the value of early learning. There are currently nine Pre-Kindergarten programs throughout the 
Division. These programs, designated by the Ministry of Education, are for three and four-year-old children and offered in the local 
schools.  

The focus on intervention and support distinguishes the Pre-Kindergarten program from a typical pre-school class. This special early 
learning program is designed to provide targeted intervention for children with speech, language and social skills challenges. 
Supports like speech or language therapy are accessible through the class as the Prairie Spirit School Division provides extensive 
services to Pre-Kindergarten students. The goal is to ensure children are ready to learn when they start their formal education by 
helping them develop social, emotional and cognitive skills necessary to succeed in Kindergarten and beyond.  

Prairie Spirit places a high priority on developing relationships that are built on genuine understandings and shared knowledge that 
demonstrate mutual respect. This includes a commitment to strong partnerships among and between educators, parents, students, 
communities and human service providers. These partnerships help to support students in achieving the knowledge, skills and 
attitudes necessary for success in school and in life. 

In particular, the school division has created strong and collaborative partnerships with First Nations and Métis groups. Prairie Spirit 
is committed to improved outcomes for First Nations and Métis students throughout the school division. There is a coordinated 
strategy in place to ensure that all students, including First Nations and Métis students, are given every opportunity to succeed and 
complete their education. 

Partnerships  

tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ .ŜŀǊŘȅΩǎ ŀƴŘ hƪŜƳŀǎƛǎΣ aƛǎǘŀǿŀǎƛǎ ŀƴŘ aǳǎƪŜƎ Lake 

In 2004, ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ .ŜŀǊŘȅΩǎ ŀƴŘ hƪŜƳŀǎƛǎ ²ƛƭƭƻǿ /ǊŜŜ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴΣ aƛǎǘŀǿŀǎƛǎ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴΣ aǳǎƪŜƎ [ŀƪŜ /ǊŜŜ 
Nation and Prairie Spirit School Division was formalized.  The purpose of the Partnership is to work closely together as communities 
in order to improve the learning outcomes of all students. Members of the Partnership were brought together in teams to identify 
essential and valued student learning, develop common assessments, analyze current levels of achievement, set achievement goals, 
share strategies and then create lessons to improve upon those levels. The professional learning communities that were formed are 
distinct in that they go across and throughout provincially and federally supported schools. 

Partnership with Department of Social Services 

Prairie Spirit has an established partnership with the provincial Ministry of Social Services in the area of supports to in-care students.  
As partners, our organizations have developed specific goals for this year and into next year.  A protocol has been formulated, with a 
flowchart and roles for each organization.   

Partnership with Prince Albert Grand Council 

Prairie Spirit is a formal partner with Prince Albert Grand Council (and other corporate partners) to support and provide Credenda 
Virtual High School services to students. Credenda is an innovative online synchronous distance learning school which offers classes 
to students throughout the province. 

Credenda is interactive, with live, online teaching by highly qualified e-teachers.  This program meets the needs of students who 
have limited access to specific courses or have learning styles that are better met online. In addition, classes are recorded and 
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archived so e-learners can review or see classes they missed. Credenda has a much higher success rate than traditional distance 
education programs.  

Division Challenges  

Funding  

Both increasing enrolments and an increasing number of diverse learner needs place heavy demands on school division resources.  
Funding recognition is based on the expenditures from the previous year and it is, therefore, a significant challenge to provide 
appropriate supports to align with the learning needs of students. 

Growing Population 

Prairie Spirit School Division is one of very few divisions in the province to have growing communities and student enrolments. 
Prairie Spirit has several high growth areas, in communities such as Warman, Martensville and Clavet. The school division has grown 
by over 500 students since the 2006/07 school year. 

School Facilities 

In October, 2009, the Minister of Education presided over a sod-turning ceremony in Duck Lake to mark the start of construction on 
a new school facility in that community. Construction is expected be completed by fall, 2011. In March, 2010, the provincial Ministry 
of Education announced a new middle years school for the Town of Warman, as well as relocatable classrooms for schools in 
Warman and Martensville.  

Diversity of Students 

Close to five percent of students in Prairie Spirit schools require intensive student support services. The development of individual 
Personal Program Plans (PPP) for these students involves specialized staff, extensive collaboration, academic intervention, curricular 
ŀŘŀǇǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳƻŘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ intensive needs and student support grants placed tremendous 
strain on administrators and staff, who strove to meet the needs of students with diverse learning needs. It is anticipated the 
demands placed on our schools and Division to effectively program and adapt the learning needs for all students will increase as we 
witness an increase in student enrolment. These demands are amplified with the increased number of students who require 
intensive student services support, live in-care or require English as an Additional Language (EAL) programming. 

Renewed and New Curriculum Changes 

A host of new and renewed curricula continue to be mandated by the province. Although change is invigorating, new curricula 
demand more time and resources be spent on acquiring new learning resources, undertaking professional learning, and designing 
new unit and lesson plans. The new curricula are based on an inquiry model of student learning. This understanding requires a 
paradigm shift for teachers in how they approach teaching as it is a much more constructivist-based approach.  In working to engage 
our students and to be effective, we also recognize the value and necessity of the meaningful integration of technology. For some of 
our staff, this is another additional expectation. The accompanying changes also require teachers to think differently about their 
assessment practices. 

School divisions are now expected to take on the main responsibility of providing professional development around the new 
curricula. We not only have to become familiar with the renewed curricula, but we will also have to implement new curricula, for 
example in the senior math area. We often do not have the support documents for the new and renewed curricula available to give 
to teachers in a timely manner. Schools and school divisions are facing significant costs to purchase new resources to support the 
curricula changes (i.e., new resource texts in science and math). These cannot be planned for over an extended period as they are all 
being implemented in a short time-frame. 

The new curricula brings with it increased expectations for the integration of First Nations and Métis ways of knowing and content, 
which is a new expectation for many of our staff. Our schools with significant populations of First Nations and Métis students 
recognize this is an important change to curriculum. However, the integration of First Nations and Métis ways of knowing in the 
curriculum is a challenge in many of our schools where we do not have populations of First Nations and Métis students. 
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Section 2 

DIVISION ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Priority Area: Higher Literacy and Achievement 

Ministry of Education definition: 
The expectation that student learning will improve in a broad range of studies, commensurate with ability. 
 

1. Mathematics 

We believe: 

 All students are capable of learning mathematics and that the constructivist approach in mathematics will improve student 
mathematical understanding and allow for First Nations Ways of Knowing to be valued. 

 Student voice is a critical aspect of a mathematics classroom. 

 The processes identified in the Saskatchewan Mathematics Curriculum (communication, visualization, connections, 
mathematical reasoning, technology, problem solving, mental math and estimation) are critical components of learning 
mathematics. 

 The Broad Areas of Learning (as identified in the Saskatchewan curriculum) are critical. We aim to build lifelong learners, a 
sense of self and community, and engaged citizens. 

 Investment in the cross-curricular competencies will aid students in learning, as well as assist them in achieving the Broad 
Areas of Learning. These cross-curricular competencies involve developing thinking, identity and interdependence, 
literacies and social responsibility. 

 A student with a positive attitude will be engaged in the learning.  

Prairie Spirit Go al      

Students will increase their knowledge and understanding in mathematics.  

Consistent Mathematics Strategies for all Indicators  

 Promoting the use of Grayson Wheatley materials, a problem-centered learning approach. 

 Modeling and mentoring/support for classroom teachers throughout the school year and through Inspired Learning 
Opportunities. 

 Supporting Professional Learning Communities (PLC) throughout the Division focusing on math instruction. 

 Promoting use of First Steps in Math (FSiM) to support teachers and assess students. 

Prairie Spirit Indicator  

Students will increase in their mathematical reasoning ability. 

Prairie Spirit Strategies  

 hŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ άtǳƭƭƛƴƎ ƛǘ !ƭƭ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊέ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ  to assist teachers with the effective use of the Math Makes Sense program 
(especially the Explore philosophy). 
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 Bringing middle years teachers together to explore problem-solving further ς meet every six weeks to examine student 
problem-solving and discuss the individual ways of solving. 

 Providing concentrated support for community schools in the area of mathematics. 

Prairie Spirit Measures  

 Results from provincial Assessment for Learning (AFL) will be used to assess ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎƻƭǾŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ 
at three grade levels: Grade 5, 8, 11. 

Provincial Comparison  

 

Prairie Spirit Indicator  

Students will increase in their number sense. 

Prairie Spirit Strategies  

 Offering Inspired Learning Opportunities on equality for Grade 2 teachers (includes reading Thinking Mathematically). 

 Offering Inspired Learning Opportunities that encourage number sense with resources such as MAPS ς Mathematics 
Achieved Through Problem-Solving, Developing Mathematical Fluency and Coming to Know Number. 

 Working with Grade 1 teachers on First Steps in Math rubric to assess students. 

Prairie Spirit Measures  

 A Grade 2 pilot equality group is using a pre- and post-ǘŜǎǘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŜǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΦ  

  



10 
 

Prairie Spirit Indicator  

Students will increase in their attitude towards mathematics. 

Prairie Spirit Strategies  

 Supporting teachers in creating norms in their classrooms to allow students to share the individual ways they come to know 
a problem, as well as their solution.  In addition, teachers are supported in seeing more than one possible solution. This is 
an aspect that has been incorporated into all the math learning opportunities that are provided. 

 Offering Parent Math Nights in various schools throughout the Division. 

 Supporting schools in the use of the Math Makes Sense resource and the use of the Explore lesson model both through 
learning opportunities and Learning Support Facilitator work. Teachers are encouraged to use open ended tasks that allow 
individuals to engage in the task at their own levels. 

Prairie Spirit Measures  

Using an average of five statements from question 17 from the Opportunity to Learn portion of !C[ Řŀǘŀ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
attitudes towards mathematics: 

 I like working on math projects 

 I like to solve hard math problems 

 I like geometry 

 I would like to do more math at school 

 I feel confident learning math 

Percentage of students who like math 

 
Baseline data - 2006 Updated data - 2009 

Grade 5 42% 41% 

Grade 8 28% 24% 

Grade 11 22% 19% 

 

Prairie Spirit Indicator  

Students will increase in their ability to communicate mathematical ideas. 

Prairie Spirit Strategies  

 Using First Steps in Math (FSiM) to support teachers and assess students. 

 Supporting teachers in creating norms in their classrooms to allow students to share the individual ways they come to know 
a problem, as well as their solution.  In addition, teachers are supported in seeing more than one possible solution. This is 
an aspect that has been incorporated into all the math learning opportunities that are provided. 
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Prairie Spirit Measures  

Using an average of three statements from question 17 from the Opportunity to Learn section of Assessment For Learning (AFL) data 
ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ƛŘŜŀǎ ƳŀǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΦ 

 I like to write about mathematics 

 I like working in small groups 

 I like to explain how to do math questions to my friends  

Percentage of students comfortable communicating mathematical thinking 

 
Baseline data - 2006 Updated data - 2009 

Grade 5 37% 39% 

Grade 8 33% 34% 

Grade 11 30% 28% 

 

Prairie Spirit Indicator  

Students will increase in their spatial ability. 

Prairie Spirit Strategies  

 Encouraging classroom teachers to use Wheatley Quick Draw materials and other suggestioƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ά/ƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ Yƴƻǿ 
bǳƳōŜǊΦέ 

 Offering various workshops for classroom teachers to ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ DŜƻƳŜǘŜǊΩǎ ǎƪŜǘŎƘǇŀŘ ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜΦ 

 Offering Inspired Learning Opportunities that include exploring how curriculum outcomes can be taught in a visual manner. 

Prairie Spirit Measures  

 Wheatley Spatial Ability Test (WSAT) data  

  



12 
 

2. Literacy 

We believe: 

 All students should have the opportunity to extract and construct meaning in their learning community. 

 Learning and student engagement are interdependent. 

 Student voice is essential in the learning process. 

 The inclusion of First Nations/Métis content and perspectives is important for all students, not only First Nations/Métis 
students. 

 Assessment and evaluation is learner-centered and closely tied to instruction. 

 Increased teacher and student knowledge of comprehension strategies and increased opportunities to use them in a 
dialogue-rich environment will result in increased reading comprehension in all content areas. 

 Teachers have a responsibility to plan classroom experiences and choose texts which reflect awareness of stereotyping and 
generalization and honour culturally and linguistically diverse students. 

 

Prairie Spirit Goal  

Students will improve reading comprehension in all content areas.  

Reading Comprehension in the content areas is the process of simultaneously extracting and constructing meaning (A. Sweet & C. 
Snow). άwŜŀŘƛƴƎέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ world around us as we receive (reading, listening, viewing) and express (speaking, writing, 
representing) information through many forms of text (written, electronic, oral, visual or a combination of these).  

Consistent Literacy Strategies for all Indicato rs 

 Offering Learning Support Facilitator support 

 Offering Learning Through Technology support 

 Providing in-service/training/professional development, as appropriate 

 Providing explicit instruction and providing opportunities to practice and use the seven core effective research-based 
Reading Comprehension strategies used before/during/after in all content areas:  

o Monitoring comprehension 

o Making connections 

o Asking questions 

o Visualizing 

o Determining importance 

o Drawing inferences 

o Summarizing and synthesizing  
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Prairie Spirit Indicator  

Evidence of effective early learning programming which supports student literacy and smooth 
transitions to Kindergarten. 

Prairie Spirit Strategies  

 Conducting Universal Early Literacy Screening in Kindergarten (fall and spring). 

 Providing support from Speech Language Pathologists, Occupational Therapists and Educational Psychologists (Learning 
Support Services) ς targeted to Early Learning. 

 Supporting Kindergarten teachers networking to share ideas regarding support for Kindergarten learners. 

Prairie Spirit Measure s 

 Universal screening of all Kindergarten students throughout the Division is conducted each fall and spring to determine if 
supports are required for learning throughout Kindergarten and to ensure a smooth transition to Grade one. The number of 
students identified as at risk for reading difficulties during Kindergarten Screening in the spring will decrease compared to 
fall data. 

 Early Learning Framework is being developed (completion: 2011). 

 Children First: A Resource for Kindergarten (rubrics ready by spring, 2011). 

 Fall, 2008 referrals of Kindergarten students: 
 

o Occupational Therapist referrals = 48 
o Speech/Language Pathologist referrals = 129 

Fall, 2009 referrals of Kindergarten students: 

o Counsellor = 6 
o Educational Psychologist = 2 
o Occupational Therapist referrals = 26 
o Speech/Language Pathologist referrals = 48 

 

Prairie Spirit Indicator  

Use of increased language of comprehension in early learning programming to express wondering 
and connecting (Pre-Kindergarten, Kindergarten, Grade 1) 

Prairie Spirit Strategies  

 Implementing the Early Learning Framework ς focusing on Early Learning supports and professional development (i.e., 
Debbie Miller, K ς 3 Literacy) 

Prairie Spirit Indicator  

Students will demonstrate an increase in reading comprehension. 

Prairie Spirit Strategies  

 Developing school-based plans to support system goals and respond to provincial AFL data (inviting reflection and action 
planning regarding sub-population results (First Nations/Métis)).  This is an ongoing part of the School Plan for Improved 
Student Learning (SPISL) process. Conversation will shift to focus on First Nations/Métis data. 
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 Collecting data utilizing the comprehension framework (teachers will collect data). 

 Exploring ways of working with Grade 10 ς 12 students for perspectives in this area (i.e., student forum). Two student 
forums have been held in the 2009/10 school year to date, with one more scheduled this spring. 

 Supporting curriculum renewal. 

 Focusing on a deep implementation of our core strategies. 

 Supporting smooth transitions through: 

o Building capacity in the area of assessment/assessment literacy 

o Differentiated instruction (Universal Design) 

 Encouraging teachers to focus on the importance of reader responsiveness in the reader/writer connections. 

Prairie Spirit Measure s 

 Assessment for Learning (AFL) results for student reading comprehension for Grades 4, 7 and 10 and student writing for 
Grades 5, 8 and 11 will be monitored.  We are seeking to improve student reading comprehension in all content areas for all 
students, with special attention for First Nations/Métis students.  

Provincial Comparison  

AFL Reading Results 

Grade 4 Reading Comprehension (2007)  Grade 4 Reading Comprehension (2009)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Grade 7 Reading Comprehension (2007) 
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Grade 7 Reading Comprehension (2007)  Grade 7 Reading Comprehension (2009)  

 

 

 

Grade 7 Reading Comprehension (2007)  Grade 7 Reading Comprehension (2009)  

 

Grade 10 Reading Comprehension (2007)  Grade 10 Reading Comprehension (2009)  

 

 

 

 

Grade 10 Reading Comprehension (2007)  Grade 10 Reading Comprehension (2009)  
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AFL Writing Results 

Grade 5 Writing Product (2008)  Grade 8 Writing Product (2008) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 11 Writing Product (2008) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

²ƘŜƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜέ ƛǎ 
a standard that is considered acceptable performance for 
students at a given grade level. 
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Prairie Spirit Indicator  

Students will increase in their use and knowledge of various reading comprehension strategies. 

Prairie Spirit Strategies  

 Encouraging teachers to model and use guided, purposeful, intentional dialogue throughout the before, during and after 
stages of learning and to be explicit in sharing these with students. 

 Exploring other ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜading comprehension strategies: 

o Grade 2 assessment COCA - Dimensions of Informational Text Comprehension ς provides information about how 
students comprehend informational text. 

o Grade 3 assessment ISCA - Informational Strategic Cloze Assessment ς provides information about how students 
comprehend informational text. 

 Encouraging teachers to explicitly model and use the seven comprehension strategies and to discuss them with students. 

Prairie Spirit Measu res 

 Using AFL Reading Assessment to gauge progress.  The expectation is that there will be an increase in student knowledge 
and use of before, during and after reading comprehension strategies as we compare results for Grades 4, 7 and 10 (2007 
results used as baseline). 
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Student Assessment and Evaluation Timeframe  2008 to 2014  

 
ASSESSMENT TYPE Month 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 

Numeracy Goal 

First Steps in Math    Grade 1 
Pilot 

Grade 1 
Division 
Wide 

Grade 1 
Division 
Wide 

Grade 1 
Division 
Wide 

Grade 1 
Division 
Wide 

Equality Assessment Division Fall Grade 2 
Invitational 

Grade 2 
Division 
Wide 

Grade 2 
Division 
Wide 

Grade 2 
Division 
Wide 

Grade 2 
Division 
Wide 

Grade 2 
Division 
Wide 

Wheatley Spatial Test 
(WSAT) 

Division Fall Grade 3,5 
Invitational 

Grade 3,5 
Division 
Wide 

Grade 3,5 
Division 
Wide 

Grade 3,5 
Division 
Wide 

Grade 3,5 
Division 
Wide 

Grade 3,5 
Division 
Wide 

Problem Solving    Grade 6 
Pilot 

Grade 6 
Division 
Wide 

Grade 6 
Division 
Wide 

Grade 6 
Division 
Wide 

Grade 6 
Division 
Wide 

MAPS 
Mathematics Achieved 
through Problem Solving 

   Grade 7 
Pilot 

Grade 7 
Division 
Wide 

Grade 7 
Division 
Wide 

Grade 7 
Division 
Wide 

Grade 7 
Division 
Wide 

AFL Mathematics Scores ς 
Reasoning, Attitude and 
Communication, First 
Nations/Métis 

Provincial  Grade 5,8 
Math 20 

 Grade 5,8 
Math 20 

 Grade 5,8 
Math 20 

 

Engagement Goal 

Tell Them From Me 
(TTFM) 

Division Fall Grade 6-12 Grade 
6-12 

Grade 
6-12 

Grade 
6-12 

Grade 6-
12 

Grade 
6-12 

AFL Reading Provincial Spring Grade 4,7,10  Grade 
4,7,10 

 Grade 
4,7,10 

 

Literacy Goal 

K-Screening Division Spring 
Fall 

Spring 
Fall 

Spring 
Fall 

Spring 
Fall 

Spring 
Fall 

Spring 
Fall 

Spring 
Fall 

Gr. 1 Literacy Assessment Division Fall or 
Spring 

Development Pilot Grade 1 Grade 1 Grade 1 Grade 1 

Canadian Achievement 
Test ς 4 

Division Fall Grade 2 
Pilot 

TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD 

McDowell Project 
Intergenerational 
Literature Circles 

Division  Grade  
4,5,6 

     

McDowell Project 
Engaging Students in 
Conversations About 
Literacy 

Division  Grade  
4,8,10 

Grade 
4,8,10 

    

AFL Reading Scores Province Spring Grade 
 4,7,10 

 Grade  
4,7,10 

 Grade  
4,7,10 

 

AFL Writing Scores Province Spring  Grade 
5,8,11 

 Grade 
5,8,11 

 Grade 
5,8,11 

Other Assessments 

AFL Science Provincial Spring  Grade 
 7,10 

 Grade 
7,10 

 Grade 
7,10 

Departmentals ς Grade 12 
ELA and/or Sciences, 
Maths 

Provincial Fall Spring 16/21 Schools      

PCAP ς Math, Reading, 
Science 
 

National April/May  Age 13   Age 15  

PISA ς Math, Reading, 
Science 

International April/May Age 15   Age 15   

Note: PISA ς Programme for International Student Assessment;  PCAP ς Pan-Canadian Assessment Program 
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Reporting on Priorities 

Please note: Division results that are meaningfully higher than provincial results are indicated by ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴ άǳǇέ ŀǊǊƻǿΣ ǿƘŜǊŜŀǎ 
results that are meaningfully lower than provincial results ŀǊŜ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ άŘƻǿƴέ ŀǊǊƻǿΦ !ƴ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ǎƛƎƴ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
Division results are similar to the provincial result. When reporting on assessment results, the tŜǊƳ άŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜέ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ 
considered acceptable performance for students at a given grade level. 

Meaningfully higher:  ŷ  Meaningfully lower:  Ź  Similar:   = 

Reading Results: 

Provincial Assessment For Learning Results 

Grade 4 Reading 
Percentage of Students at  

Adequate and Above 
Percentage of Students 
at Adequate and Above 

April 2007 April 2009 

Reading Comprehension Skills 85% (=) 95%(=) 

Explicit Comprehension 87% (=) 95%(=) 

Implicit Comprehension 83% (=) 91%(=) 

Critical Comprehension 84% (=) 96%(=) 

Reader Response 88% (=) 81%(=) 

Grace 7 Reading 
Percentage of Students at  

Adequate and Above 
Percentage of Students 
at Adequate and Above 

April 2007 April 2009 

Reading Comprehension Skills 93% (=) 86% (=) 

Explicit Comprehension 95% (=) 90% (=) 

Implicit Comprehension 93% (=) 86% (=) 

Critical Comprehension 87% (=) 84% (=) 

Reader Response 83% (=) 62% (=) 

Grade 10 Reading 
Percentage of Students at 

Adequate and Above 
Percentage of Students 
at Adequate and Above 

April 2007 April 2009 

Reading Comprehension Skills 92% (=) 94% (=) 

Explicit Comprehension 88% (=) 92% (=) 

Implicit Comprehension 88% (=) 95% (=) 

Critical Comprehension 94% (=) 93% (=) 

Reader Response 74% (=) 76% (=) 

 

Analysis of Results: 

 Reading results demonstrate a similar percentage of students are at adequate and above. 

  



20 
 

Writing Results 

Provincial Assessment For Learning Results 

Grade 5 Writing 
Percentage of Students at 

Adequate and Above 

April 2008 

Process 83% (=) 

Product 59% (=) 

Messaging 73% (=) 

Organization 57% (=) 

Language Use 71% (=) 

Grade 8 Writing 
Percentage of Students at 

Adequate and Above 

April 2008 

Process 88% (=) 

Product 64% (=) 

Messaging 71% (=) 

Organization 56% (=) 

Language Use 70% (=) 

Grade 11 Writing 
Percentage of Students at 

Adequate and Above 

April 2008 

Process 88% (=) 

Product 65% (=) 

Messaging 68% (=) 

Organization 67% (=) 

Language Use  67% (=) 

 

Analysis of Results: 

 Writing results demonstrate a similar percentage of students are at adequate and above. 
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Numeracy Results 

Provincial Assessment For Learning Results 

CPR ς concepts, procedures, relationships; APS ς applications and problem solving  

Grade 5 Math 
Percentage of Students at Adequate and Above 

May 2004 May 2006 May 2007 May 2009 

Math Content Skills - CPR 79%(ŷ) 71%(=) 84%(ŷ) 87% (=)CPR 

Math Content Skills - APS Not measured Not measured Not measured 51% APS 

Integrated Applications 52%(ŷ) 74%(=) 84%(=) 73% (=) 

Estimation Skills 69%(ŷ) 31%(Ź) 55%(=) 76% (=) 

Calculator Skills 82%(=) 71%(Ź) 83%(=) not measured 

Computation Skills 62%(=) 58%(Ź) 64%(=) 67%(=) 

 

Grade 8 Math 
Percentage of Students at Adequate and Above 

May 2004 May 2006 May 2007 May 2009 

Math Content Skills - CPR 55%(=) 56%(=) 64%(ŷ) 61% (=)CPR 

Math Content Skills - APS Not measured Not measured Not measured 50% APS 

Integrated Applications 51%(=) 70%(=) 56%(ŷ) 48% (=) 

Estimation Skills 56%(=) 59%(=) 60%(=) 48% (=) 

Calculator Skills 38%(ŷ) 68%(=) 51%(=) Not measured 

Computation Skills 75%(=) 54%(=) 66%(ŷ) 74% (=) 

 

Math 20 
Percentage of Students at Adequate and Above 

May 2004 May 2006 May 2007 May 2009 

Math Content Skills  81%(=) 61%(Ź) 67% (=) 48% (Ź) 

Integrated Applications 80%(=) 82% (=) 85% (=) 53% (=) 

Estimation Skills 48%(=) 49% (=) 61% (=) 58% (=) 

Calculator Skills 45%(=) 47%(Ź) 49% (=) Not measured 

Computation Skills  60%(=) 50%(Ź) 62% (=) Not measured 

 

Analysis of Numeracy Results  

 Results at Grade 5 demonstrate a similar percentage of students at adequate and above 

 Results at Grade 8 demonstrate a similar percentage of students at adequate and above 

 Results at Math 20 demonstrate a similar percentage of students at adequate and above, except for Content Skills, with 

a demonstration of results meaningfully lower. 
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Priority Area: Equitable Opportunities  

Ministry of Education definition: 
The expectation that all students will have equity of opportunity and benefit according to individual 
aptitudes, abilities, and interests, regardless of their personal or locational circumstances. 
 
We believe: 

 All students have the opportunity to be engaged and satisfied in their learning community. 

 Student voice and student engagement are interdependent. 

 Student voice is essential in the learning process. 

 Assessment and evaluation are learner-centered and closely tied to student satisfaction. 

 Positive student identity is promoted and it enhances all facets of the individual. 

 Critical factors relating to student satisfaction must be understood. The Division Leadership Team determined these critical 
factors are: 

o Clarity in expectations 

o Presence of a trusting adult 

o Success in academic skills 

o Success in social skills 

o Presence of appropriate recognition 

Prairie Spirit Goal  

Students will increase their involvement in and satisfaction with the Learning 
Community.  

Prairie Spirit Indicator  

Students will demonstrate increased satisfaction and involvement in their learning communities. 

Prairie Spirit Strategies  

 Sharing the critical factors impacting student satisfaction with all Prairie Spirit schools throughout the 2009/10 school year. 
Critical factors will be understood with evidence to determine sharing of knowledge. 

 Embedding critical factors in our work with: 

o Administrators Leadership Team 
o Division Leadership Team 
o Professional Staff Induction program 

 

 Addressing at least one of the five critical factors of student engagement in School Plans for Improved Student Learning 
(SPISL) during the 2009/10 school year. 
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Prairie Spirit Measures  

Tell Them From Me survey results 

Students know better than anyone else if there are problems in the school or areas of improvement. An innovative study survey 
system ς ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά¢Ŝƭƭ ¢ƘŜƳ CǊƻƳ aŜέ ς is based on the belief that students are active participants in their education.  The survey is 
conducted through the web and is designed by the local schools for students from Grades six through 12. Prairie Spirit schools use 
this tool to gather data from their students to inform the work at the school level. 

Sense of Belonging  
Students feel accepted and valued by their peers and by others at their school. 
 

 

Self Esteem 
Students like and accept themselves, and are proud of their accomplishments. 
 

 

  


























